












Total 
journalists 

facing legal 
action:

3

Countries involved: 

Sentencing and Judicial Harassment

On September 3, 2024, a court in northern 
Bauchi state issued an arrest warrant for Haruna 
Mohammed Salisu, the publisher of  a local news 
outlet, following charges of  criminal defamation, 
falsehood, and mischief. The charges stem from 
an April 16 report that accused federal lawmaker, 
Mansur Manu Soro, of  colluding with 
businessman, Abubakar Abdullahi, to 
fraudulently divert public funds. Both Salisu and 
the reporter who authored the article, Yawale 
Adamu, face up to five years imprisonment for 
defamation and falsehood, with an additional 
two years for mischief  under the Bauchi state 
penal code.

On September 25, 2024, prosecutors in Mali, 
Burkina Faso, and Niger launched investigations 
into French journalist Wassim Nasr, a reporter 
for France 24, accusing him of  publicly 
supporting terrorism. Nasr had made an analysis 
of  a jihadist attack on several key sites in 
Bamako, Mali, on September 17, 2024, and his 
remarks were deemed to justify terrorist actions. 
Director of  France 24, Amaury Guibert, 
condemned the allegations stating that these legal 
proceedings mark another stage in the 
obstruction of  press freedom in the region.”

Media Censorship and Suspension

On September 5, 2024, Mali’s media regulator, 
the Haute Autorité de la Communication (HAC), 
suspended French broadcaster TV5Monde for 
three months, accusing the outlet of  biased 
reporting on a military drone bombing in 
northern Mali. The broadcast, aired on August 
25, 2024 allegedly failed to present the Malian 
military’s perspective. Although the military’s 
version was aired by the media in a follow-up 
report the next day (on August 26), the HAC 
maintained its decision. Before TV5Monde was 
suspended, other French outlets, including RFI, 
France 24 and LCI had been suspended for 
“false allegations.”
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Conclusion and
Recommendations
The attacks and arrests documented during the 
month of  September in Nigeria, Togo, Côte 
d'Ivoire, Guinea, and Guinea-Bissau, expose the 
hostile environment within which journalists, 
activists, and civil society organisations operate. 
These acts of  repression harm not only 
journalists and activists, but also the broader 
society. When media outlets are shut down, the 
public is deprived of  the knowledge needed for 
informed decision making, and the ensuing 
environment of  fear discourages individuals 
from speaking out, allowing abuse and poor 
governance to go unchallenged. 

To address these violations and foster a safer, 
more open civic space in West Africa, the MFWA 
calls upon relevant stakeholders to take the 
following actions:
• Government of  Cote d’Ivoire: release 

unconditionally all arrested members of  
AGIP, journalists, and activists detained for 
exercising their rights to free expression.

• Government of  The Gambia: President 
Barrow and his counsel to drop all charges 
against Musa Sheriff  Hydara and Momodou 
Justice Darboe. 

• Prosecutors in Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger: 
drop charges against French journalist, 
Wassim Nasr.

• Nigerian federal government: conduct 
independent investigations into the:
- attacks and abuses against citizens, 

including journalists covering the protests.
- treatment of  those arrested, including 

allegations of  police brutality and the 
denial of  due process during their 
detention.

- abuses against citizens and take punitive 
action against all identified perpetrators.

• Government of  Mali: reinstate TV5Monde 
and other suspended outlets, allowing them 
to resume their operations without 
restrictions.

• Nigerian federal government: Judicial 
authorities in Bauchi to drop the charges 
against journalists Salisu and Adamu.

• Government of  Guinea-Bissau: conduct 
thorough investigations into the harassment 
and assaults on Júlio Oliveira

• Togolese authorities: investigate the assault 
on abused journalists, ensuring accountability 
for those responsible.
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