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FINAL COMMUNIQUE

We, the leaders and representatives of state-owned broadcast media from member states
of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), having participated in a two-
day strategic meeting organised by ECOWAS in partnership with the Media Foundation for
West Africa (MFWA), at the ECOWAS Commission, and having deliberated on the critical role
of state-owned broadcasters in enhancing public education and awareness about ECOWAS
and its activities, as well as in promoting regional integration, peace and security;

Recalling the relevant provisions of the ECOWAS revised Treaty, the ECOWAS Protocol on
Democracy and Good Governance; the ECOWAS Conflict Prevention Framework, the
ECOWAS Information and Communication Policy of December 2000, as well as other
statutory documents;

Reaffirming our collective commitment to contributing to promoting the mandate, visions
and mission of ECOWAS, especially, ECOWAS Vision 2050; and enhancing public awareness
of ECOWAS and its activities through the media;

Being Conscious of the critical role of the media in countering the challenges of
Mis/Disinformation and promoting good governance, regional peace and security, as well
as regional integration;

DO HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

1. Dedicated desks on the coverage of ECOWAS should be established with assigned
journalists in newsrooms of state-owned broadcast stations in member states
designated to focus on regular coverage of ECOWAS activities. This should be
established by the end of September 2024.

2. National broadcasters should design and implement innovative programming to
celebrate ECOWAS’ 50th anniversary activities, starting from from October 2024 to
May 2025.

3. The ECOWAS Communications Directorate should provide content and relevant
information to National broadcasters to develop media programmes on the 50th
anniversary celebrations of ECOWASAnN information sharing platform should be
established to regularly share information materials content about ECOWAS and its
activities, programmes and achievements.

4. The ECOWAS Communication Directorate should be strengthened and equipped to
produce and coordinate distribution of information to state broadcasters/national
media agencies;



(5) ECOWAS national offices are required to develop regular liaison with national
broadcasting organizations to provide them with information about ECOWAS
programmes and activities at the national level,

(6) ECOWAS resident representatives are required to have regular engagements with
national broadcasting organizations with a view to promote ECOWAS institutions at

their respective host countries

(7) The Communication Directorate through RACECO will provide content for state
broadcasters

(8) Establish a network of journalists of the state media across the region for
information dissemination

(9) Training programmes should be held for journalists assigned to cover ECOWAS

(10) ECOWAS should consider the development of a standard policy for the
regulation of state-owned media to enhance their independence and efficiency

(11) Director-Generals of state-owned broadcast stations should consider setting
up a West African Broadcasters Union (WABU) to promote broadcasting standards.

DONE IN ABUJA
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