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Introducing “The Gong Gong”

Dear Stakeholder,

hank you very much for your

support for the Media

Foundation for West Africa
(MFWA) during the last several years.
Your contributions have undoubtedly
helped us become a stronger
organisation and improved our work in
promoting freedom of expression,
media rights and democratisation in
WestAfrica.

In order to keep you updated on our work,as
you deserve to know, the MFWA introduces
to you its monthly newsletter, called The
Gong Gong. Through this newsletter, we
present to you activities of the organisation
and results of our work for each month.
Through The Gong Gong,we will also update
you on our upcoming events and activities.

Why The Gong Gong for the name of a
newsletter, and what does it even mean? You
may ask. Well, you are right. It sounds
unfamiliar, and the synonym function on the
computer doesn't throw up alternative
meanings.

Here is the reason for our choice of name:

The Gong Gong is a unique, traditional
instrument used for information

dissemination in Africa.
In traditional African societies, the town crier

(as the agent for information dissemination in
a community is called) beats The Gong Gong
to attract the attention of all, to important
information he is tasked to disseminate to
community members. In such societies,
therefore, the sound of The Gong Gong is a
signal that important information is about to
be delivered to community members
(stakeholders)

So from West Africa, we present to you The
Gong Gong to signal important information
from the MFWA to you as a cherished
stakeholder. In this first edition, we present to
you concise information on MFWA's activities
and results for the month of May, 2014. It is
our hope that you will find this newsletter
very useful.

We will cherish your feedback on how to
improve our work; we will welcome requests
for collaborations/partnerships, and we will
appreciate any additional support from you
towards our work.

Once again, thank you for your continued
interest in the work of the MFWA.
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MONITORING AND CAMPAIGNS

he MFWA continued to monitor and
report on incidents of free expression
violations in all 16 countries of West
Africa. The monitoring is carried out through

the organisation's network of correspondents
based in all the countries of the region.

The monitoring and exposure of violations over the
last decade, has helped put pressure on governments
and offending groups, and consequently contributed
significantly to reduce incidence of free expression
rights violations in the region. At the same time, a
culture of respect for free expression rights is
increasingly being nurtured in many countries of the
region.

The major incidence of violations during the month of
May, occurred in Cote d'lvoire and Sierra Leone. In
Cote d'lvoire, a journalist was physically assaulted by
the bodyguard of an opposition party leader. In Sierra
Leone, the defence minister of the country issued
threats against an editor of a newspaper. The editor
subsequently, petitioned Sierra Leone's Inspector
General of Police and foreign embassies in the country
seeking protection.

MFWA condemned both incidence of violations and
demanded respect and protection of free expression
rights by governments and all stakeholders.

ACCESSTO JUSTICE AND FIGHT AGAINST IMPUNITY

he organisation's advocacy for improving

access to justice and preventing impunity

continued in May. During the month, the
MFWA joined forces with organisations from 19
African countries to reject a Draft Protocol of the
African Union (AU), proposing immunity for African
sitting Heads of State and senior government
officials before the African Court of Human rights.

Ahead of a meeting by Justice Ministers of AU member states
to consider the Draft Protocol, the MFWA petitioned
Ghana's Minister of Justice requesting that Ghana should not
endorse the Draft Protocol. The joint advocacy, led to
amendments of the Draft Protocol by Justice Ministers.

During the month, the MFWA also petitioned the Chairman
of the ECOWAS and Ghana's President, John Dramani
Mahama, requesting him to promote access to justice as part
of ongoing efforts to promote peace and security in the
region.

Specifically, the MFWA urged the ECOWAS Chairman, to
promote compliance with judgements of the ECOWAS
Community of Justice. This is in view of the fact that over 60%
of judgements delivered by the Court have not been
complied with by affected member states.The campaign for
compliance with judgments of the regional Court is on-going
and requires the support of all.
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Prof Kwame Karikari of the School of Communications Studies of the University of Ghana, Legon
taking monitors through a training session.

MEDIA, DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT

WO projects are currently ongoing under
this programme and a number of
activities were carried out under those
projects during the month of May. The following

are highlights of some of the major activities
carried out during the month:

Project: Promoting Professional
Standards and Strengthening the
Watchdog role of the Ghanaian
media,;

As the title suggests, this project is aimed at improving
professional standards of the media and supporting
them to play a much more effective role in fostering
transparent and accountable governance in Ghana.The
project involves monitoring and reporting of ethical
violations in the media and recommending remedial
measures; capacity building for journalists; and funding
support for investigative reporting.

The project also builds partnerships between local
government authorities and local media as a way of
fostering citizens-local authorities' interaction, and
promoting accountability and responsiveness on the
part of local authorities to the development needs of
local communities.

During the month of May, the following activities were
carried out under the project:

v' Validation of Media Ethics Monitoring

Instrument: An instrument that has been
developed for the monitoring of ethical
violations in the media was validated by
stakeholders at a successful stakeholders'
forum. The forum brought together all the key
media institutional actors in the country
namely, The National Media Commission
(NMC - which is the statutory media
regularity body in Ghana), the Ghana
independent Broadcasters Assaociation, the
Private Newspaper Publishers Association,
The Ghana Journalists Association, and
professors from Journalism schools.

Training of Media Ethics Monitors: Following
the validation of the ethics monitoring
instrument, a training programme was
organised for 30 selected graduates to
monitor a total of 40 media outlets (radio,
newspapers and online). Ethical violations
tracked by the trained monitors will be
compiled in monthly reports that will name
offending media organisations and
recommend ways of mitigating such violations

Shortlisting of applicant for funding to support
investigative and critical media reporting in the
areas of governance, health, education and
extractives.




play an effective role in promoting

Project: Strengthening the media
transparent and accountable governance.

for Participatory and Accountable

Local Governance ) i
Project: Promoting Women's

Participation in Public Discourse
through Radio:

The project is aimed at strengthening the
media to foster public-government
engagement and promoting accountability in
governance, particularly at the local level. The

This project is being implemented jointl
following activities were carried in May: pro] g imp J y

with one of MFWA's partner, the Foundation
for Security and Development in Africa

(FOSDA), under a West Africa Human Rights
and Democratisation (WAHRD) Programme
of Ibis-Ghana. It is aimed at empowering and

v" A high level National Stakeholders' meeting
on “Challenges of Ghana's Decentralisation
Process and the Role of the Media.” The
Forum brought together over 100

participants including the leadership of all the
key institutions and actors in Ghana's local
governance sectors.The key personalities at
the forum included Deputy Minister of

promoting women's voices in all governance
conversation through the media. During the
month, the following activities were carried

out under the project:

Local Government and rural Development,
Head of the Local Government Service
Secretariat; Chairperson of the National
Commission for Civic Education; and
Director of the Institute of Local
Government Studies. The forum highlighted
some of the key challenges in Ghana's local o _ o
governance process. It also provided v Tralnln_g of monitors on th_e appllcatlon
opportunity for building synergies in the of the instrument for monitoring and
operations of the key governance reporting

institutions. There were also

recommendations on ways the media could

v' Development of instrument to monitor
and report on women's participation in
public discourse on 24 selected radio
stations across Ghana;

Participants at a media ethics Instrument stakeholders validation forum
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INTERNET FREEDOM

he MFWA's digital rights/internet

freedom project continued to gain

momentum in the month of May. The
Civil Society Coalition on Internet Freedom
that was set up under the project came
together for capacity building and for planning
the next set of activities of the coalition in the
coming months.

Representatives from 25 organisations that are
members of the Civil Society Coalition on Internet

freedom were trained on internet freedom and digital
rights issues at a day's workshop.

Governance iy Ghana

otel, Accra

The workshop featured presentations from the
National Information Technology Agency (NITA) which
is the body in charge of implementing all ICT policies of
the Ghanaian government. There was also a
presentation from the Ghana Investment Fund for
Electronic Communication (GIFEC), which is a
statutory body responsible for expanding internet
access and ICT development in rural and underserved
populations in Ghana. Both organisations have been
partners in the implementation of the MFWA's
internet freedom project in Ghana.

' Foundatic
Hr?ri:veslﬂlrlcn

Panellists at a forum on the Internet and Citizens Empowerment

he MFWA prioritises research as a

way of documenting and sharing

knowledged and for carrying out
evidence-based advocacy.

In May, work on the manuscript of a publication on
the MFWA's 2012 highly impactful campaign language

monitoring project was completed.

During the month, the MFWA also completed
research on local governance broadcasting in sixteen

districts spread over seven of the ten regions in
Ghana.The study highlights challenges with local
governance and local development programming by
local radio stations

Copies of all our reports can be accessed free of
charge at our website: www.mfwa.org




NEW ON THE MFWA TEAM

In the month of May, the MFWA welcomed three free expression advocates who joined the programme team. We also had three bright interns

who are supporting the monitoring of media ethics.Below is a short profile of our new colleagues

Fred Johnson: Programme
Assistant - Research and
Publications

Fred holds a Master's Degree in
Communication Studies from the
University of Ghana. Before
joining the MFWA, he worked
for several years with Multiple
Concepts, an Accra-based
advertising firm as Account
executive. He was in charge of managing accounts of this
high profile organisation. Fred has also practised radio
journalism at Radio Univers and Prime FM, both based in
Acrra.

Benedicta Brobbey

Benedicta holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology from
University of Ghana.

Rikke Sig Hansen: Programme
Associate — Media, Democracy and
Development

Rikke has a background in Political
Science from Aarhus University,
Denmark, and additional
education in Journalism from the
Danish School of Media and
Journalism. Prior to joining the
MFWA, she worked with the Danish Embassy in Accra. Rikke
also has wide experience working with non-profits and
managing projects.

Sandra Kutorkor Kotey:

Sandra holds a Diploma in
Communication studies from the
Ghana Institute of journalism. She
is also a final year student in the
same institute, pursuing a degree
in Public Relations.

Courage Ahiati: Programme
Assistant- Digital Communications
Courage holds a degree in Political
Studies from the Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and
Technology (KNUST). He has wide
experience in blogging and digital
communications. Prior to joining the
MFWA, he served as a\Web
content and Social Media manager

for KNUST.

CONTACT US Accra - Ghana
30 Duade Street, Kokomlemle. Tel: 233-302-242470

P O.BOX LG 730, legon. Fax: 233-302-221084
Email: info@mfwa.org

Website: www.mfwa.org

David Aruna Nelson:

David is a Political Science
graduate from the Kwame
Nkrumah University of Science
and Technology.

Facebook: Media Foundation for West Africa
Twitter: @ TheMFWA

Youtube: The MFWA

G+ : Media Foundation for West Africa




