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Dear Stakeholder,

hank you, once again, for

your support for the work of

the MFWA and our partners
in the various countries. Our work
on promoting freedom of expres-
sion and democracy in West Africa
is undoubtedly sustained by your
continued support.

To keep you continuously updated,
we share with you The Gong-Gong,
our monthly e-newsletter, which
highlights our work and those of
our partners.

July was a very busy month for free
expression advocacy, media develop-
ment and democracy on a number of
fronts. In this edition, we share with
you information and updates on our
work for the month of July.

Highlights are:

@ The introduction of - State

of the District broadcast
on partner radio stations in
five districts in Northern
Ghana. This is an initiative to
increase information
disclosure between citizens
and local government
authorities.

The inroads we are making in
our Advocacy for the
Enforcement of ECOWAS
Court judgments.

@ How our Training impacted a
Radio Technician's career




n the month of July, the MFWA
introduced an initiative aimed
at improving information
disclosure and increasing
citizens' participation in
governance processes at the local
level in selected districts in the three
northern regions of Ghana.
Known as the State of the District
Broadcast on radio and the first of its
kind in local radio broadcasting, the
initiative will have Metropolitan,
Municipal or District Chief Executives
briefing community members on
developments within the Assembly
and responding to their questions
through radio every quarter.
At separate consultation meetings
organized and facilitated by the
Media Foundation for West Africa
(MFWA), collaborative agreements
were signed with five Metropolitan,
Municipal and District Assemblies
and eight local radio stations. The
eight radio stations have also been
supported to produce monthly
documentaries on revenue inflow
and expenditure as a way of tracking
improvements in local development
within the various districts. A
number of community fora will also
be held in the districts to improve
interaction between local authorities
and citizens.
The initiative forms part of our
“Media for Participatory and
Accountable Local Governance”
project and informed by a recent
MFWA research which identified
radio as the most efficient
engagement platform between local
assembly authorities and citizens
compared to other platforms such as
local substructures, visit of officials
and use of information delivery vans.
The project, funded by Danish
organization, IBIS-Ghana, is being
implemented in the Tamale Metro-
politan Assembly in the Northern
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Consultation meeting in Wa: At the extreme end of the table is the Wa
MCE; representatives from Radio Upper West on the left and
representatives from the Assembly on the right.

Our programme officers Abigail And Rikke in a photograph with the
Metropolitan Chief Executive of Tamale Hon. Abdul-Rahman Gundadow, the
Coordinating Director, the Public Relations Officer, the Metropolitan Director

for NCCE and representatives from Diamond FM and Radio Justice.

Region, Wa Municipal and Sissala-
East District in the Upper West
Region.

"We are happy for this collabo-
ration because our own
experience shows that
proactively giving information

to the people helps to control
adverse public opinions,
reduces tension and makes
duty bearers more responsive
and accountable” Hon. Abdul-
Rahman Gundadow, the Metropoli-
tan Chief Executive of Tamale said.




Free Expression
Rights Monitoring
& Campaigns

reedom of expression rights

monitoring across the region

continued in the month of

July. Three significant devel-

opments were recorded:
Incidents of free expression violations
in four countries of the region; a
response letter from the ECOWAS
Chairman to a petition from the
MFWA for a strong justice mecha-
nismin the region; and a global cam-
paign by the MFWA and its interna-
tional partners against the culture of
impunity in The Gambia.

Incidents of Free Expression
Violations

Atotal of five violations were recorded
by the MFWA in Sierra Leone, Guinea,
Burkina Faso and The Gambia. These
violations were in the form of intimi-
dation, assault, fine and detention.
The MFWA urged authorities in these
countries to respect the rights of
journalists and individuals to free
expression. We also urged journalists
to be circumspect in their duties and
respect the ethics of their profes-
sion.

Campaign for the Enforcement of
ECOWAS CourtJudgements

The continuous disregard and non-
compliance of the ECOWAS Commu-
nity Court's judgements by offend-
ing member states has a strong
potential of dwindling the authority
and capacity ofthe Court. Given that
in the pursuit of peace and security,
justice becomes a consequential
variable, the MFWA continues its
advocacy for the enforcement of
ECOWAS Court judgements. In a
petition, to the ECOWAS Chairman
John Mahama, the MFWA empha-
sizedthe need for astrong regional
justice system in the region to
advance the course of peace and
security.

Following the petition the ECOWAS
Chairman wrote to the MFWA pledg-
ing his commitment to carry out
reforms that will lead to peace and
stability in West Africa.

It is encouraging to have major
influencers of the regional body make
such commitments. The MFWA will
remain relentless in its advocacy to
ensure that such commitments are
translated into action.



CAMPAIGN
. AGAINST

Impunity

two previous cases brought against The
Gambia that involved attacks on the media
as it has for the past four years refused to
comply with the judgements of the Court in
the case of tortured journalist, Musa
Saidykhan and the forced disappearance of
journalist, Chief Ebrimah Manneh.

On 22nd July, 2014, (which marks the
assumption of power of president Yahya
Jammeh, 20 years ago) the MFWA joined its
global alliesin an online campaign against
the continuing culture of impunity in The
Gambia.

The campaign, hosted by Article 19,
condemned the ongoing impunity in that
country and demanded that the Gambian
government complies with the ECOWAS
Court's judgement in the cases of Musah
Saidykhan, Ebrima Manneh and Deyda
Hydara.

President Yahya Jammeh of The Gambia

he Gambia continues to blatantly
refuse to comply with judgements of
the ECOWAS Community Court and
seem adamant to persistent calls by
human rights activists and organisa-
tions for compliance. Last month for instance,
the Court delivered a strong rebuke to the gov-
ernment of President Yahya Jammeh over the
murder of a Deyda Hydara, a leading newspaper
editor killed in unexplained circumstances ten
years ago. The court connected its latest ruling to

Research and Publications

The month of July witnessed the release of three significant
reports: two Media Monitoring reports and one Free Expression
Monitoring report:

report forms part of the project, “Increasing Women's
Voices and Participation in the Public discourse
Programmes” with funding from IBIS in Ghana and

a)
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Media-Ethics Monitoring Report: A monthly publication
that tracks and reports ethical violations in the Ghanaian
media. The report forms part of activities under our
project “Improving Professional Standards and the
Watchdog role of the Ghanaian Media”, funded by
STAR-Ghana.

The report which covered the month of May cited
Ghanaweb.com news portal, the Accra-based Adom
FM and the Daily Guide newspaper for ethical viola-
tions.

Gender-Equality Monitoring Report: Another monthly
publication that tracks the involvement of women in
public discourse programmes on Ghanaian radio. The

implemented in collaboration with the Foundation for
Security and Development in Africa (FOSDA).
Thereport which covered the month ofJune showed a
significant dip in women's participation in public
discourse programmes.

Free Expression Monitor: a quarterly report which
analyses incidents of freedom of expression violations in
the 16 countries of West Africa. The report, which
analysed the number and types of freedom of expression
violations that occurred for the period January-April 2014
compared with the same period in 2013, showed a
marginal improvement in the state of free expressions
violations in the West Africa region.

Catch the next editions of these reports on our website: www.mfwa.org
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A Significant Change Story>>>

How our training impacted
a radio technician's career

eet Anthony Anyagri, currently the
assistant technical engineer of
Quality FM, based in the Garu-
Tempane district of the Upper-East
region of Ghana. After graduating
from the Tamale Polytechnic in Electrical Engineering,
Anthony found himself working as a public and club DJ,
playing music and hosting music programmes. Then
when Quality FM started live broadcast, he was roped in
to help the substantive technician there.
While at this, he developed a strong passion for radio
programming. “l was always interested in having voices
of ordinary citizens or community people in our news
and other discussion programmes. So | would go and
speak to them, interview them on issues and concerns,
edit and broadcast such issues for local authorities to
hear from the people directly. My challenge, however,
was the sharp skill and technical know-how to do this
effectively.”
MFWA to the Rescue: Two years ago, Anthony,
participated in an MFWA training programme in Tamale
for journalists on effective radio programming to
promote accountable local governance.
“It was a real eye-opener for me. | learnt how to conduct
interviews, do vox pop, produce a documentary,
transfer sounds and use adobe audio editor to edit
sounds for broadcast and edit recorded programmes.”
Under our On-Site Training Module, the MFWA sends a

resource . person to spend days with partner radlo.
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stations, to deepen the skills of staff in programme
development. Quality FM was fortunate to have one of
Ghana's finest in documentary development, Kwaku
Owusu Peprah - Ghana Journalist Award Winner for
2011 and broadcast journalist with Joy FM.

“This experience with Kwaku, for me, was what broke
the camel's back. My time with him was amazing and
transformational; personally | had a one-on-one full-
day session with Kwaku — he taught me how to record,
adjust voices during editing, cut, paste, use appropriate
ambiance sounds,
create commercial
jingles, etc. Today, |
produce commercial
jingles not only for the
station but also for my
personal pocket. The
technical know-how has
been immense, and the
good thing is that, till
date, Kwaku continues
to keep in touch with
me, to check on me and
how | am doing,”
Anthony revealed.
MFWA is extremely
proud of you Anthony.
We say “Beyond the sky
isthe limit.,
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“It was a real eye-
opener for me. |
learnt how to
conduct
interviews, do vox
pop, produce a
documentary,
transfer sounds
and use adobe
audio editor to
edit sounds for
broadcast and edit
recorded
programmes”
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®
Staff Profile>>> Da I sy
Prempeh

his month we feature one of our longest
serving members of staff — Daisy
Prempeh.

Daisy Prempeh is currently the Administrative
Officer of the MFWA. She is a Bilingual
Secretary and joined the organisation in
February 2000.
She was educated at the Ghana Institute of
Languages, where she studied Bilingual Secre-
taryship.
Although largely in charge of administrative
duties, Daisy over the years supported and
managed a few projects here at the MFWA.
Notable amongst them being the PAIR project.
She coordinated the "Programme for African
Investigative Reporting (PAIR)" project jointly
initiated in 2009 by the Danish Associa-
tion for Investigative Reporting (FUJ)
and the International Media Sup-
port (IMS) both in Copenhagen,
Denmark in collaboration with
Media Foundation for West
Africa (MFWA), Accra, Ghana
serving as a regional partner of
the project.

She is currently a student of the
Institute of Chartered Secretar-
iesand Administrators, UK.

CONTACT US Accra - Ghana

30 Duade Street, Kokomlemle. Tel: 233-302-242470

P.O.BOX LG 730, legon. R
Website: www.mfwa.org

Facebook: Media Foundation for West Africa | Twitter: @ TheMFWA | Youtube: The MFWA
G+ : Media Foundation for West Africa





